SPC1017: INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 

FALL SEMESTER 2015
MW 1-215pm / 230-345pm

Mr. West
lwest28@valencia.edu
Office Hours: after class or after 3:45pm M-Th in the classroom
or by appointment

COURSE OVERVIEW

This course is a 3credit hour course.  SPC 1017 INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION.   Students explore a range of communication concepts and topics from interpersonal communication, to small group communication, to public speaking. Students develop skills to put the communication principles to work.
Valencia Core competencies:  The Valencia College Faculty has defined four interrelated competencies (Value, Think, Communicate and Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community. These competencies are complex abilities that are essential to lifelong success. This course will help you develop and demonstrate the abilities to (1) think clearly, critically, and creatively; (2) communicate with others verbally and in written form; (3) make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments; and (4) act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly.
Your instructor’s goal for this course is to implement these core competencies to make you more marketable in your life actions and career and more valuable- to your family, neighbors and community.
REQUIRED READING
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STUDENT SUCCESS INFORMATION
Participation and Classwork: 20%
Your attendance and participation during class meetings is encouraged and expected.  You are expected to respond to course material and to complete and discuss exercises that are conducted during class Failure to attend will be reflected in your final course grade as missed assignments, incomplete and lower quality classwork will be obvious.  Your instructor does expect you to seriously attempt a high level or involvement and action from you; and will assist you as much as possible.  However please note your grade on an assignment and the course overall is up to you. Assignments will include individual and group presentations, in-class and homework activities and similar. These assignments will include a Personal Journal in which you will be asked to keep personal reflections during the course of the semester. You should write an entry in your journal at least twice weekly.  Entries should reflect on the readings and lecture material for that class period and apply the theories and ideas from that class period to your own experiences with communication and relationships. Your entries can be as short as one paragraph or as long as a few pages. You are not graded on the length of your reflection journal, but rather on the quality of your synthesis of course material with life experience. Reflection journals will be reviewed periodically during the course. Instructions will be given on each as assigned.   Late submission on some assignments will result on a reduced grade evaluation.
Course Exams: 20% / 20%
Two exams will be given in this course- the midterm and final examination.  The midterm exam date will be announced.  The final exam will be given per the college examination schedule.  If you are absent on an exam day and did not make arrangements to take the test at an alternate you will receive a zero for the exam score. This is the only class assignment for which make up time will be permitted on an individual case basis.  NO EXCEPTIONS. NO MAKE UP ON THE FINAL EXAM.
Major Project 20%
Your major assignment this semester could be a term paper, a group assignment or similar activity.  Options will be explained in class. We will discuss some of the nuts and bolts of preparing this assignment as the semester progresses. Late submission on some assignments will result on a reduced grade evaluation
Communication Critique: 20%
To complete the assignment you have two options. Further details will be announced in class and on the assignment sheet provided.  Either option will be due during the second portion of the course after the midterm date. Late submission on some assignments will result on a reduced grade evaluation.   Your options include:

1. Read and write a critical review on a text in the field of Communication. The only specific requirement is that your selected book has a clearly direct relationship to the field of Communication as presented in class.
2. The second option is to attend, listen to, and write a critique reviewing, a public speaker.  Information about speakers and public forums will be announced in class.  
Final Grade

Your final grade will be determined by the median average of your score on each assignment. Daily class and participation work- quizzes, activities, journals are averaged together to produce one grade for the entire term.  Other evaluated work is scored individually.  Make up work is at the discretion of the instructor on an individual basis.  There will be no make ups allowed on daily quizzes and most daily activities, scheduled speaking presentations and the like.  Other assignments are on the individual basis or as described in the course syllabus or announced during class and written on assignment instructions.
A      (90-100%)

B+    (87-89.9%)

B      (80-86.9%)

C+    (77-79.9%)

C      (70-76.9%)

D      (60-69.9%)

F      (00-59.9%)

All grades are final.  Please do not ask to have your grade changed for reasons other than mathematical error.  Applying subjective standards after the fact invalidates the standards applied to the entire class and is unfair to every student.

COURSE POLICIES

1. Classroom Climate: Given the nature of topics we are covering in class, you might hear class members share information that is quite personal and private. Please, respect your fellow students during class discussion. Remember that any personal information that is revealed during class should be kept private and not shared with people outside of our class. 

2. Attendance: Attendance will be taken during every class period. As adults I believe that you are capable of making responsible choices about where you need to be. Keep in mind, however, that you are being graded on participation, which is difficult to do if you aren’t in class. Please make every effort to attend class and be prepared for discussion.

3. Late Work: All written work is to be handed in on the due date stated in the syllabus.  Papers submitted past the deadline will be deducted 10% for EACH class day that it remains late.  Extensions on papers are rarely granted, but if you feel that you have a valid reason for an extension it is essential that you discuss this with me preferably in advance.


4. Email:  email is used as a means for getting in touch with the entire class; therefore it is important that you have a working Valencia email address that you check on a regular basis. Also, with a class this large, I request that you don’t send me copies of papers to review over email.  I am more than willing to talk about your writing with you, but I prefer to do it during office hours when we can talk face to face about what you can do to improve your writing.  

5. Academic Integrity:  Dishonesty of any kind is unacceptable in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, fabricating information of citations, facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, submitting work of another person or work previously used, or tampering with the academic work of other students.  Academic dishonesty will result in academic sanctions and may result in automatic failure of the course.

6. Access: Please see me during office hours after class or make an appointment.  I am more than willing to help students who are open about their needs.  If you are having trouble understanding the material or if you have issues in your personal life that are impeding your ability to perform in this class it is vital that you speak to me about it before you begin to fall behind.  I never like to see students slip through the cracks if it can be prevented.  So please see me the moment you feel you need some help.
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change)
August 31
Introductions & Syllabus



Chapter 1- What is Communication?
Sept. 7     
Labor Day. Last Admission Drop for Non Attendance- Sept 8-10


Chapter 3-‘YOU’- Self in Communication


Sept. 14
Chapter 4- ‘YOU’- What you see around you- Perceptions of the World
Sept. 21
Chapter 2- Gender and Communication

Sept. 28
Chapter 8- Emotions.   Just Who Am I?  How Did I Get This Way?
Oct. 5

West Campus College Night- Thursday- No Classes all Day


Chapter 9 & 10- Communicating to Friends and in Relationships
Oct. 12
Midterm Examination Periods- TBA



Chapter 5- What Did you Say? What Did She/he Mean- 



Language, Community and Identity
Oct. 19
Midterm Examination Periods- TBA


Catch Up Day- Week

Oct. 26
Chapter 7- Are You LISTENING?

Nov. 2

Chapter 6- Unspoken Language- ‘What Does That Mean?’
Nov. 9

Communication and Conflict part one

Nov. 16
Communication and Conflict part two
Nov. 23  
Thanksgiving
 Vacation Wednesday to Sunday


Catch Up Day- Monday- Vacation Begins Wednesday Nov 25
Nov.  30
TBA
Dec. 7

TBA
Dec. 14 
Final Examinations

Valencia College

West Orlando Campus

2015

Instructor: __ L. West ________________________________________________
Course:  ____ SPC 1017 _____________________________________________
Time/Day: _________________________________________________________

Agreement:

I certify that I have received a copy of the course syllabus and any syllabus addendum information. In addition, I have read the course syllabus and syllabus addendum, and the provisions have been explained to me. I understand the College’s course objective, the instruction methodology, the grading policy, examination process, the make-up policy, and the late work policy as identified in the syllabus addendum. I further understand that it is my responsibility to submit the required assignments on the prescribed due dates and to participate in the scheduled examination process.

*By signing this form I grant permission to any member of the College to contact me.

Printed Name: ______________________________________________________

Student ID Number: _________________________________________________

Student Address: ____________________________________________________


                  ___________________________________________________



      ___________________________________________________

Telephone Number: _________________________________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________________________________

Alternate Contact Number: ____________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________

Change of Information: 
Yes
or
No
(Please circle one)

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________




Interpersonal Communication 2nd Edition


Valencia College Custom Edition


McGraw-Hill Education. 2ed. 2011


ISBN-10: 007 7829271


ISBN-13: 978 007 789279





Other readings will be announced or provided for some class activity.





NOTE: Do not get behind in reading.  You will find it difficult often to catch up.  All readings should be completed prior to class time on the day that they are assigned in the syllabus.











